TECHNICAL
COMMITTEE REPORT OF
BOUNDARY
DEMARCATION AND
GROUND TRUTHING OF

THE SITE IDENTIFIED
AS WETLAND IN SAC
ALLAS 2021




Technical Committee Report

e Background

1. In compliance with the directions of the Ministry of Environment, Forest &

W

Climate Change, Government of India, as conveyed through Office

Memorandum dated 20.12.2024, in reference to the Hon’ble Supreme Court’s

_orders in WP(C) No. 304 of 2018 — Anand Arya vs. Union of India, along with

WP(C) No. 230/2001 and WP(C) No. 302/2020, a meeting of all the
Stakeholder Departments was held under the Chairmanship of the Chief
Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden, Chandigarh Administration.
During the meeting, it was recommended to constitute a Technical Committee
to oversee/recommend wetland-related ground truthing, demarcation and
digital mapping activities in UT Chandigarh. This recommendation was
formalized through Order No. 7366-7375A dated 14.01.2025 (copy attached

as Annexure-1).

The committee was tasked with preparing a comprehensive report on the

ground-truthing and demarcation of wetland boundaries identified in the Space
Application Centre (SAC) Atlas, 2021, within a stipulated period of three
months. As per order dated 14.01.2025, WWF was included in committee as
Member Convener and several meetings were held with representative of
WWFE & officials of concerned departments subsequently.

e Field Report

To initiate the process, shape files (Annexure-2) were provided by the

Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change based on report of Space

. Application Centre (SAC) 2021 of 11 water bodies in UT Chandigarh.
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4. The NIC, SPIC and IT Department supported in preparing digital maps based

>

on Shape files received from the Ministry and LiDAR data of all concerned

department under whose jurisdiction identified waterbodies fall.

. To finalize the process, a stakeholder meeting was convened on 07.01.2025,

bringing together all relevant departments. During this meeting, participants
were briefed on the objectives of the exercise and the standardized
~methodology for data collection. A standardized data format was shared among
the members to systematically record boundary demarcation and ground-
truthing observations for sites categorized as waterbodies in the SAC Atlas

2021.

. Concerned departments, within their respective jurisdiction carried out ground

truthing and boundary demarcation of sites identified as wetland in SAC 2021
Atlas. All relevant records were referred for the purpose. Senior Coordinator,
WWF facilitated and provided required technical support for this exercise to
the Stakeholder Departments. A format with details like wetland ID, GPS

locations, ownership and ongoing works in these wetlands etc. was prepared

and shared with all the concerned departments for necessary action.

Following a series of assessments and field verifications, the next meeting was
held on February 11, 2025, to consolidate findings and finalize the report of the
technical committee. The committee undertook a detailed review of the
collected information, ensuring accuracy and consistency with the SAC Atlas
2021. A copy of the ground-truthing report is attached at Annexure-3.

Based on a comprehensive study of the data collected during the ground-
truthing and boundary demarcation exercise, the Technical Committee,
following the Wetland Rules, 2017, has determined that 8 waterbodies out of
{1 waterbodies identified in the Space Application Centre (SAC) Atlas 2021
does not qualify as a wetland under the Wetland Rules, 2017. Two wetlands
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were found to be non-existing during ground truthing exercise. Digital maps
. are attached in Annexure 4 to 14.

9. Furthermore, the committee acknowledges that Sukhna Lake one of the
waterbodies listed in the SAC Atlas 2021, is already a notified wetland
covering an area of 199 hectares. The ecological integrity of the Sukhna
Wetland is actively managed by the Department of Forests and Wildlife, UT
Chandigarh, which conducts regular biodiversity surveys, ecological
monitoring, and conservation measures to maintain its ecological values.

10.These findings and recommendations are submitted for further review, scrutiny
and appropriate implementation as per the relevant policies and statutory
- requirements.

11.Pictures of the ground truthing exercise are attached in Annexure: 15.
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JDEPARTMENT OF FORESTS & WILDLIFE
CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION

Off: Paryavaran Bhawan Building [2™ Floor], Sector-19B, Madhya Marg, Chandigarh-
160019

Z v E-mail Address: forestchandigarh@gmail.com Tel:0172-2700217 Tele Fax: 2700284
No. FOR/2025/'4'3’=( 4343 Dated: | L{} b ]zj
ORDER

The Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of
India Office vide Memorandum dated 20.12.2024 while conveying
directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court in WP (C) No. 304/2018, WP (C)
No. 230/2001 and WP (C) No. 302/2020 informed that as per the
directions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court each State/ UT Wetland
Authorities shall complete ground truthing as well as the demarcation of

wetland boundaries of each of the wetland which have been identified for
their State by Space Application Center (SAC) Atlas, 2021 as
expeditiously as possible, but definitely within a period of three months
from 11.12.2024.

2. To discuss the matter related to boundary demarcation and ground
truthing of the site identified as wetland in SAC Atlas, 2021, a meeting of
all’ the stakeholder departments was held on 07.01.2025 under the
chairmanship of Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden.

3. During the meeting it was decided to constitute a Technical Committee.
Accordingly, following Technical Committee is constituted: -

1 | The Deputy Conservator of Forest (HQMWL), UT | Chairman
Chandigarh
2 | Representative of Member Secretary, Chandigarh | Member
Pollution Control Committee, UT, Chandigarh.
The CEO SPIC & Director IT, UT, Chandigarh. Member
Representative of Chief Engineer, UT Chandigarh. Member
5 | Representative of Chief Engineer, Municipal Corporation, | Member
UT, Chandigarh.
6. | Representative of Chief Architect, UT, Chandigarh. Member
7 | Dr. 8.K. Sharma Prof. & Head, Department of Civil Engg. | Member
NITTR, UT, Chandigarh.
8. | Ms. Gitanjali Kanwar, Sr. Coordinator, Wetlands, Primary | Member
Knowledge Partner on Wetland for UT Chd, WWF-India, | Convener
New Delhi.
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Anrercuns — 2

M Gmail i CCF Chandigarh <cf.chandigarh@gmail.com>

.....---r--"""‘L

SAC-2021 Wetland Boundary Chandlgarh uT

NCSCM FnlaTransfer <fi Ietransfer@ncscm org> 8 January 2025 at 14:40
Reply-To: Muruganandam R <muruganandam@ncscm.res.in>

To: cf.chandigarh@gmail.com, Forestchandlgarh@gmail com

Cc: ramesh.motipalli@nic.in, sathlshkumar@ncscm res.in, madhavarao@ncscm.res.in, purvaja@ncscm.res.in,

muruganandam@ncscm.res.in
NCSCM
<5

Dear User,

Muruganandam R has sent you some files

Password : SAC2021@CH

Subject : SAC-2021 Wetland Boundary - Chandigarh UT

Description : Attached is a zip file containing shapefiles of the Stéte boundary,
District Boundary, and Wetland Boundary (SAC-2021). After receiving the data,
request to acknowledge through email kindly Regards, IT Team, NCSCM

Gel your Files

Kind Regards,

Ncscm

Copyright © 2019 Ncscm. All rights reserved.
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Dhanas Lake
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Sukhna Choe |
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Patiala Ki Rao, Choe ‘
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Water Works, Sec-39

319 of 341



320 of 341



Botanical Garden
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